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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions (and listings) of claims without prejudice 
in the application. 

Listing of Claims 

1-18 (canceled) 

19. (currently amended) In a contract manufacturing framework, a method of providing 
access to services comprising: 

providing a database including a request for proposal rRFP"> mechanism, a 
nondisclosure agreement mechanism, af^ a plurality of service provider data 
structures and a plurality of manufacturer data structures, wherein sold rcquoot for 
proposol -i Q Q requ es t for a purchase order tranQDCt l on proposa l / wherein each service 
provider data structure Includes a description of service provided by a particular 
service provider, and wherein each manufacturer data structure includes a 
description of offerings of a particular manufacturer; 

identifying a particular data structure based on tho purchaoQ order transact i on a, 
request for p roposal from a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, 
wherein the user is a service provider or a manufacturer; eftd 

receiving nondisclosure agreement data from the user^ 

cataloging the nondisclosure agreement data in the database with the nondisclosure 
agreement mechanism: and 

affording network-based project management services to the user based on the 
request for proposal and the identified data structure, wherein affording project 
management services Includes managing assets in a network-based supply chain, 
including optimizing use of service provider assets and manufacturer assets and 
providing maintenance and service of service provider assets and manufacturer 
assets. 
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20. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the step of 
tracking a status of manufecturing processes performed by the identified service 
provider. 

21. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the step of 
allowing the user to inquiiv service engineers. 

22. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, further including the step of 
allowing the user to Inquiry service chemists. 

23. (previously presented) A method as recited in claim 19, wherein the database is 
accessed utilizing the Internet. 

24. (canceled) 

25. (currently amended) A computer program embodied on a computer readable 
medium for providing supply chain/workflow services in a contract manufacturing 
frameworI< comprising: 

a code segment for providing a database including a request for proposal rRFPn 
mechanism and a plurality of service provider data structures and a plurality of 
manufacturer data structures, wherein - sa i d roquost for proposa l is a request for - o 
purchBGo order transaction - propooQl, wherein each service provider data structure 
includes a description of service provided by a particular service provider, and 
wherein each manufacturer data structure includes a description of offerings of a 
particular manufacturer; 

a code segment for identifying a particular data structure based on a request for 
proposal from a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism^ wherein the user 
is a service provider or a manufacturer; 

a code segment for receiving nondisclosure agreement data from the user: 

a code segment for cataloQlno the nondisclosure agreement data in the database 
with the nondisclosure agreement mechanism: and 
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a code segment for affording network-based project management services to the 
user based on the request for proposal and the identified data structure, wherein 
affording project management services includes managing assets in a network-based 
supply chain, including optimizing use of sen/ice provider assets and manufacturer 
assets and providing maintenance and service of service provider assets and 
manufacturer assets. 

25-30. (canceled) 

31. (currently amended) In a contract manufacturing framework, a method of providing 
access to services comprising: 

logic for providing a database Including a request for proposal (''RFP''^ mechanism 
and a plurality of service provider data structures and a plurality of manufacturer 
data structures, where i n ooid request for proposal ia a roquoGt for a purchase order 
tranijaction proposa lr wherein each service provider data structure Includes a 
description of service provided by a particular service provider, and wherein each 
manufacturer data structure Includes a description of offerings of a particular 
manufacturer; 

logic for Identifying a particular data structure based on a request for proposal from 
a user utilizing the request for proposal mechanism, wherein the user is a service 
provider or a manufacturer; e«4 

logic for receiving nondisclosure agreement data from the user; 

logic for cataloging the nondisclosure agreement data In the database with the 
nondisclosure agreement mechanism: and. 

logic for affording network-based project management services to the user based on 
the request for proposal and the Identified data structure, wherein affording project 
management services includes managing assets in a network-based supply chain, 
including optimizing use of service provider assets and manufacturer assets and 
providing maintenance and service of service provider assets and manufacturer 
assets. 
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32-36, (canceled) 

37, (withdrawn) A method for prov i d i ng a contract manufacturi n g fromowork CDmpriaing: 

^ providing o databaoQ having information on o plurolity of s eF Vicopr - ovidcrs; 

fte^ uging sa i d database to match o UGfir to a Gorvicc provider SG l cctcd from 

among oaid plura l ity of oorvicc providers based on oorvlCQCi provided by the 
sQ i Qctcd service provider; - 

{^3 providing s upply chain/workflow serv i ceo for nop^lees provided by the serv i ce 

providers; 

•(€) o l lowing^ho usor ocgogq to tQchn i ca l scrviccg concGrning Gorviooo prov i ded by 

tho GorvIcQ providers uti l izing the databaoo? and 

provid i ng ■ feronsoction services to the uocr ut ll iiilng a request for economic 

transact i on proposa l mcchaniom and a nondisc l osure agreement mechanism 
l ocated on the database. 

38. (withdrawn) A mcthod-as rQcitGd in cla i m 27, wherein the step of matching the user 
to a gcrv i co prov i der i nc l udes - qucry i ng the database us i ng requost data from the 
uoor^ I dentifying particular service prov i der informat i on based on the request dota^ 
and sending the user the identified sorviCG provider information, 

39- (withdrawn) A method a s-F OG t ted I n c l aim 37, wherein the otcp of providing oupply 
chain/workflow GOrvHse a-i rKi l tjdQQ i dent i fy i ng parfelcular service prov i der information 
based on a request for proposal from - tho user uti l izing the request for proposal 
mochanlGm , and affording project management sGrv i cGO to tho uoor booed on the 
request for proposa l and tho Identified service provider information, 

40, (withdrawn) A method as recited in cbim 37, wherein the step of a l lowing the user 
occeOG to tGchnlca l ocrv l coQ I ncludos i dent i fying particular - service prov i der 
Information based on a request data from tho -a sGr^ whoroin tho part i cu l ar sorvicc 
provider i nformation i ncludes information concerning process design services; and 
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sending tho UQcr dotG concGming process don i gn GorviccG util i aing the idontiflod 
sofv i co provider information, 

41. (withdrawn) A method os recited In doim 37/whQrQ[n the step of providing 
tronsQction - scrvicGO inciudOG cro ati ng - o request for an economic tranGDCtlon proposa l 
uti li aing the request for economic tronsact i on proposal mechan i sm, receiv i ng 
nondisc l osuro ogrcomont data from the user, ond cata l oging the nond i adosurc 
agreement dota util i z i ng a nond i ocioGurc agreement mothonism. 

42. (withdrawn) A method as roc l tcd in c l aim 37, whcrem said plurality of sorv i co 
prov i ders is a plurQlity^f - <:homical contract monufocturing sGrvicQ - prov i dorG, 

43. (withdrawn) A cQmputor - roadab l o med i um hav i ng computer codowriaon^CM-CH ft 
capable of causing a goncral purpose computer to implement the method of c l aim 

44. (withdrawn) In a conbroct mQnufac±uring framework, a method of providing occcss to 
services compris i ng: 

fe3 pp ov l ding q database inc l uding a p l wa li ty of oorv l cc provider data structures, 

wheroin each scrvlco prov i do t Hjato structure inc l udes a doocript i on of a 
p articu l ar service provider; 

ffe) query i ng thcHjotabasc using request d ot a from a user; 

(e) identifying a part i cu l ar serv i ce prov i der data structure from among s aid 

plura l ity of GcrvICQ provider data structures basod on tho request data, 
whcrein - thQ particular sGrvicQ prov i der dota structure includes information 
concerning process design Gcrvicos; - 

(d) sending the user information cQnccrning procoso dooign serv i ces - ut il izing the 
idcntifiod Gorvico provider dota structure, 

45. (withdrawn) A method Q »F (aeW:ed -l n c l aim 44 , wherein the identified oervicG provider 
dota Gtructure inc l udes information conccrn i ng ^ optim l gation Gorvlcoo, 



PAGE 7/13 * RCVD AT 20112005 10:47:01 AM [Eastern Standi 



02/21/2005 09:41 FAX 612 607 7100 



OPPENHEIMER LAW FIRM 



@008 



Serial #: 09/551,181 

In reply to Office action mailed: 22 November 2004 
page 7 of 12 

46. (withdrawn) A method qg rcc i tGd in claim A^, whoroin the idontlflQd GorvicoD prov i der 
doto ntructuro indudca informat i on concerning tochnlca l cxpcrto ovQllabic for 
canpultat i or> T 

47. (withdrawn) A method qij rocitcd i n clo i m 1^, wherein the technical cxpcrto avoilob l c 
for conoultation inc l ude onginecring consu l tation ocrviccG. 
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